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flatter or idealise, lie has succeeded in expressing,
in the whole attitude and in the treatment of
the dress and all the accessories, that style and
dignity which national feeling and respect for the
spiritual calling of his subject demanded, even
though individuals should be found unworthy of
it. In all these portrait types, reflecting so
sincerely and truthfully the soul of the people, we
can feel the different outlook of a great hereditary
artistic tradition, compared with that of the
petty individualistic art of modem Europe, with
all its narrowness, self-consciousness, and pro-
vincialism. " Whole aeras," said Ruskin, " of
mighty history are summed and the passions of
dead myriads are concentrated in the existence of
a noble (national) art; and if that art were
among us we should feel it and rejoice."
We Europeans who live in India to-day have
such an art still living amongst us; but the
history is not our history. The passions of those
dead myriads do not move us. So we neither
feel it nor rejoice, but rather trample it heedlessly
under our feet.